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and good maners. For they use with verie great endevour and
diligence to put into the heades of their children, whiles they be yet
tender and pliaunte, good opinions and profitable for the conversa-
tion of their weale publique. Which when they be once rooted in
children, do remayne with them al their life after, and be wonders pro-
fitable for the defence and rnaintenaunce of the state of the commera
welth. Whiche never decaieth but throughe vices risinge of evil!
opinions.
The priestes, onles they be women (for that kinde is not excluded
from priesthode, howbeit fewe be chosen, and none but widdowes and
old women) the men priestes, I saye, take to their wifes the chiefest
women in all their countreye. For to no office among the Utopians
is more honour and' preeminence geven. In so much that if they
commit any offence, they be under no commen judgement, but be left
only to god and themselfes. For thei thinke it not lawful to tottch
him with mannes hande, be he never so vitious, which after so singu-
lar a sort was dedicate and consecrate to god, as a holly offering.
This maner may they easelye observe, bicause they have so fewe
priestes, and do chuse them with such circumspection. For it scasely
ever chaunceth that the moste vertuous among vertuous, which in re*
spect only of his vertue is avaunced to so high a dignity, can fal to
vice and wickednes. And if it should chaunce in dede (as rnans
nature is mutable and fraile) yet by reason they be so fewe and pro*
moted to no might nor powre, but only to honoure, it were not ttf
be feared that anye great damraage by them should happen and ensue
to the commen wealthe.
They have so rare and fewe priestes, least if the honour were com-
municated to many, the digniti of the ordre, which among them now
is so highly estemed, should rune in contempt. Speciallye bicause
they thincke it hard to find many so good as to be meet for that dig-
nity, to the execution and discharge wherof It is not sufficiente to be
endured with meane vertues. Furthermore these priestes be not
more estemed of their own countrey men, then they be of forrein
and straunge countreis. Which thinge maye hereby plainly appere.
And I thinke also that this is the cause of it.
For whiles the armies be fighting together in open feld they a litle
beside not farre of knele upon their knees in their hallowed vesti-
tnentes, holding up their handes to heaven: praing first of al for
peace, nexte for vyctory of their owne parte, but to neyther part a
bluddy victory. If their host gette the upper hand, they runne in to
the mayne battayle and restrayne their owne men from skying and
cruely pursuinge theire vanquyshed enemies. Whyche enemyes, yf
they doo but see them and speake to them, it is yonughe for the
savegarde of theire lyves. And the touching of theire clothes de-
fendeth and saveth al their gooddes from ravine and spoyle. This